
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

THE WESTMINSTER CHIMES 
 

PRELUDE Mitchell R. Weisiger 
 The Gift of Love arr. Kevin Hildebrand 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP Leigh Sackett 
We come to worship the one who forms our inmost parts, who knits us 
together as those made in God’s image. 
We worship a God who nurtures and guides, who cradles us like 
infants lifted to the cheek. 
We gather around the Word, nourishment of life poured into us. 
We meet here at Church, the body who sustains, challenges, and 
invites us into the mystery of grace. 

 

*HYMN 620 LAUDA ANIMA 
 Praise My Soul the King of Heaven 
 

*CALL TO CONFESSION AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Before we were formed in the womb, O God, you knew us and you 
loved us. Before we have uttered a prayer, O God, you hear us and 
you love us. You call us to reflect your love, to be Love for one 
another. Too often, we are clanging cymbals, aiming for volume 
rather than love. Too often, we are greedy beings, searching for 
success rather than love. Too often, we are shallow followers, 
content with comfort rather than love. Forgive us, God of mercy, and 
love us into wholeness.  
 

(Let us silently offer confessions that are individually ours to make.) 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 May the peace of Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 

WELCOME AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP 
 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
Habitat for Humanity – Apostles Build 

(11:00 AM service only) 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME  
Children’s Worship follows immediately after the children’s sermon. Children ages 
4 through 1st Grade may leave for Children’s Worship, an age-appropriate service. 
(11:00 AM service only) 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  
 1 Corinthians 13 (p. 1047 in the pew Bible) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

SERMON The Rev. Andrew C. Whaley 
The Greatest 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who 
sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 
 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING 
Gifts for the offering can be made by placing your offering in the plate as it is 
passed or by scanning the QR Code on the back of your bulletin with your 
smartphone. Visit rcpres.org and click “Give Now” to learn more. 

OFFERTORY Jason Burton, baritone 
 Be Thou My Vision Irish Folk Tune 

Lord, be my Vision, be my guiding star; Nothing is more to me, Lord, than you are. 
You my best Thought, by day or by night, Waking or sleeping, Your presence my 
light. I need no riches, nor man’s empty praise; You’re my inheritance, now and 
always. You and You only, first in my mind High King of Heaven, the Treasure I 
find.You be my Wisdom, and You my true Word; I ever with You, and You with me, 
Lord; You my great Father, I your true child; You in me dwelling, through Christ 
reconciled. 

 

*DOXOLOGY OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures 
here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

*HYMN 693 GIFT OF LOVE 
 Though I May Speak 
 

*CHARGE & BLESSING 
 

*POSTLUDE  
 Grand Chœur in Théodore Dubois 
 

MINISTRY MESSAGES 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS: Alice Cabaniss, Rachel Erb Birch, Gail Cordes, Dawn 
Blakeman, Mary Frances Donnelly, Sue and Jerry Garrett, Bill Gordge, Mary 
Hampton, James Harrison, Pieter Jager, Dick Kepley, Susan Lindstrom, 
Helen Lovelace, Roger Lovern, Bernard Marie, Ann Moomaw, Susan Moore, 
Bob Nelson, Jennifer Owen-O'Quill, Lois Pollash, Marion Raney, Bryan Tims, 
and all caregivers. 
 

ONLINE GIVING For those who may not remember to bring 
a check or cash on a Sunday, you can set up your giving to 
RCPC online. This can be done as a one-time or an on-going 
way to support our mission and ministry. You can either visit 
www.rcpres.org and press the “Give Now” button on the 
homepage or scan the QR code with your smartphone to go 
directly to the donation page.  
 

OPEN DOOR PRAYERS An opportunity to come into the Sanctuary for quiet 
reflection and prayer each Tuesday from 12:30 PM to 2:30 PM. No liturgy, no 
sermon, just quiet time with God. Listen to the meditative music of the organ. 
Enter through the side doors of the Sanctuary from either the alley or by the 
playground. 
 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY - APOSTLES BUILD This year’s build will be a 
two-story, front-gabled house for Desanek Trent and her two children. We are 
currently scheduled to sponsor work at 1932 Moorman Ave. Roanoke 24017 
on Saturday, May 15. The workday is from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM. We need 
up to 10 construction volunteers for each day. No experience is required but 
OSHA regulations require that construction volunteers be 16 or older. Sign-
Up online at tinyurl.com/HabitatMay2021 
 

GRADUATE SUNDAY Graduate Sunday is Sunday, June 6 and we want to 
honor your graduate! If you have a graduating high school senior, college 
senior, or graduate student in your family we want to recognize them that 
morning. Please contact Anne Currin at anne@rcpres.org with their name, 
school, degree, future plans, and a photo to be included in the June 
Newsletter, and the June 6 worship bulletin. Congratulations to all of the 2021 
graduates! 
 

 
 
 

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY SUNDAY On Sunday, May 16, at the 9:00 AM and 
11:00 AM worship service the God Alive children will lead us in worshiping 
our God who always gives us more than enough! Did you know that the story 
of Jesus feeding of the 5,000 is in all four gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John? The telling of the story is very similar in each Gospel. Many people are 
gathered outside on a grassy hill. They have followed Jesus. They are hungry 
for his words and for his healing touch, but also they are hungry for food. They 
find there is more than enough, for God does not leave us, God is with us! 
God Alive explored this truth on 20 different hiking trails during this pandemic. 
We discovered the God of all creation is the same God who redeems and 
sustains us and even in the most difficult of years, God provides us with more 
than enough. Come join us on Sunday to give praise to God who guides us 
down the trail and out of the wilderness! 
 

BABY & TODDLER NURSERY FOR THE 11:00 AM WORSHIP SERVICES 
Due to COVID precautions, families will register their baby or toddler for a 
space in the nursery. There will be 4 spaces available in the Baby Nursery 
and 4 spaces available in the Toddler Nursery. We will have two caregivers 
in each room. We have hired two Nursery Caregivers and are seeking to fill 
two more paid positions for our nursery. If you know someone who may be 
interested in this position, please let Leigh Sackett know, leigh@rcpres.org. 
 

STUMP THE PREACHER SUMMER SERMON SERIES  
"All scripture is inspired by God and is useful 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness, so that 
everyone who belongs to God may be 
proficient, equipped for every good work." -2 
Timothy 3:16-17. Does ALL scripture have a 
purpose? Do ALL the words of the Bible 

guide us to the Living Word, Jesus Christ? We are going to find out this 
summer! From April 11 to May 16, you have a chance to submit ANY passage 
from the Bible (the sixty-six books of the Protestant canon) that you would like 
to challenge your ministers to preach from. After May 16, we will draw 13 
scriptures at random that will be the preaching texts for the summer. Submit 
online at tinyurl.com/StumpThePreacher  
 

AMAZON SMILE TO BENEFIT THE RENT ASSISTANCE FUNDS 
DISTRIBUTED BY PCC AND RAM Already shopping on Amazon? Why not 
have your purchases support RCPC's support of the rent assistance funds 
distributed by PCC and RAM at the same time! AmazonSmile is a simple way 
for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, 
at no cost to you. AmazonSmile is available at smile.amazon.com on your 
web browser and can be activated in the Amazon Shopping app for iOS and 
Android phones. When you shop AmazonSmile, you will find the exact same 
low prices, vast selection, and convenient shopping experience as 
Amazon.com, with the added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of 
your eligible purchases to the charitable organization of your choice.  
 

CHURCH RECEPTIONISTS NEEDED! Are you involved in a ministry at 
RCPC? RCPC has an opportunity for discipleship for you by simply greeting 
folks that come into Raleigh Court each day. We are the "Church of the Open 
Door" and we need you to help us be hospitable to our guests. We will have 
a receptionist again to greet guests beginning in June. Please see if your 
schedule would allow you to serve in this ministry. The morning shift is 9:00 
AM to 12:30 PM and the afternoon shift is 12:30 PM to 4:00 PM. The front 
door will remain locked. We will have a button to push at the receptionist desk 
to let guest into the church as needed. We want all receptionists to feel 
comfortable with being at church. We will continue to wear a mask when a 
guest walks up to the desk for assistance. Please consider serving RCPC 
through this ministry, please contact Anne Currin at anne@rcpres.org. 
 
 
 

http://rcpres.org/
http://www.rcpres.org/
mailto:leigh@rcpres.org
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=org_sls_ulp_sas_sml
mailto:anne@rcpres.org


 

 
 

ADULT SMALL GROUPS FOR 2020-2021 There are available spaces in our 
small groups for new participants. If you have not been a part of small groups 
in the past now is a great time to join! Sign-ups for small groups will be made 
available online, or you can contact Leigh Sackett if you would like more 
information about our small groups. 
Our small groups will be reflecting on the previous Sunday worship service 
sermon and the Sunday scripture. A weekly small group lesson is provided, 
participants discuss and share how the word read and proclaimed connects 
to our world today and to our personal lives and experiences. Below is a list 
of our small group offerings and facilitators. 
• Andrew Whaley – Mondays, 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm – Room 201 
• David Dixon – Tuesdays, 4:30 pm – Church Parking Lot 
• Jennifer Bryant (30-something women’s group) – Tuesdays, 8:00 pm - 

Rotating Backyards 
• Leigh Sackett - Wednesdays, 7:00 pm - Gathering Area 
• Elise Hansard - Fridays, 10:00 am – via Zoom 

 

“Growing Together” VBS in the Park God has shared a big dream with you. 
It’s a dream in which all creation harmoniously lives together in God’s love. 
When you hear about this dream it takes root in you, grows, and produces 
even more seed! Outdoor Vacation Bible School: July 12-14 from 9:00 AM 
to 12:30 PM at Fishburn Park. We will explore the Parable of the Sower, 
Mark 4:1-9. One of Jesus’ favorite gardening techniques is telling parables — 
simple stories with a twist. Parables spark our curiosity, surprise us, and turn 
our hearts toward Jesus. Our VBS for 2021 is open to rising Pre-K to Rising 
5th graders of the church. Registration will begin in May. We will follow the 
COVID precautions set before us at the time of our VBS. To register your child 
please contact Leigh Sackett. 
 

“WHEN THE BIBLE RAISES YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE” Join us on Zoom 
on May 11 at 7:00 PM for a conversation with Frances Taylor Gench about 
the difficult texts of the Bible that many of us have struggled to reconcile or 
flipped passed quickly on our way to more affirming and understandable 
words of the Bible. Frances has dedicated much of her work to finding 
meaning in the “tyrannical texts” that make us shudder. Come hear what she 
has discovered and uncovered. Maybe this conversation will give you some 
ideas for our “Stump the Preacher” sermon series! 
 

THIS WEEK AT RCPC 
 

Sunday, May 9 
Mother’s Day 
9:00 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship 
 

Monday, May 10 
9:00 AM RCPC Preschool 
10:00 AM Monday Morning Prayer Group 
1:00 PM Small Group – Whaley 
7:00 PM Session for Confirmation Class 
7:00 PM Deacons 
 

Tuesday, May 11 
9:00 AM RCPC Preschool 
10:30 AM Presbyterian Women 
12:30 PM Open Door Prayers 
4:30 PM Small Group – Dixon 
7:15 PM Hand Bell Choir 
8:00 PM Small Group – Bryant 
 

Wednesday, May 12 
7:00 AM Communion Outdoor Worship 
9:00 AM Hunger Mission Packing 
9:00 AM RCPC Preschool 
12:00 PM Preschool Staff Meeting 
3:45 PM God Alive – Rehearsal for Children’s Ministry Sunday 
7:00 PM Small Group – Sackett 
 

Thursday, May 13 
9:00 AM RCPC Preschool 
10:30 AM Centering Prayer 
8:00 PM Virtual Evening Prayer Service 
 

Friday, May 14 
9:00 AM RCPC Preschool 
10:00 AM Small Group - Hansard 
 

Saturday, May 15 
2:00 PM CPR Training – Compress and Shock 
 

Sunday, May 16 
Children’s Ministry Sunday 
9:00 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship 
12:15 PM New Officer Training – Fellowship Hall 
 

ELDERS  
2021   2022   2023 
Steve Burtis  Donna Britt  Jim Ellison 
Susan Davis  Jeanne Fishwick Helen Favor 
Bill Haynie  Bill Johnson  Becky Marsh 
Paula Mitchell  Steve Nash  Dave Ralston 
Margaret Shaff  Autumn Visser  Robbie Whitehead 
 

DEACONS 
2021   2022   2023 
Jennifer Bryant  Matt Cook  Katelyn Burton 
Maureen Guelzow Leigh Ann Hamilin Scott Flowers 
Marilyn Martin  Anna Sganga  Cathy Slone 
Mike Mayo     Nancy Trussell 
Cathy Slone 

Raleigh Court Presbyterian Church 
Roanoke, Virginia 

The Church of the Open Door 
9:00 AM and 11:00 AM 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Mission of RCPC is: 

To Seek Christ 
To Serve Christ 
To Show Christ 

To Know God through Christ 
 

Ministers All the People of Raleigh Court 
Pastor and Head of Staff The Rev. Andrew C. Whaley 
Associate Pastor The Rev. Isabella Fagiani 
Director of Christian Education Leigh Sackett 
Minister of Care The Rev. David Dixon, MD, Episcopal Deacon 
Director of Music Ministries & Organist Mitchell R. Weisiger 
Director of Children’s Music Abbi French 
Preschool Director Betsy Prillaman 

 
1837 Grandin Road, SW, Roanoke, VA 24015 

(540) 343-5541 ~ Fax (540) 345-8359 
www.rcpres.org ~ info@rcpres.org 

mailto:info@rcpres.org

