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There are always signs along the way that raise questions. As a novice hiker, seeing this 
sign at a trailhead in Scotland:  Danger: Loss of Life may occur made me strongly consider if I 
was actually made for hiking. Maybe there are other ways to enjoy God’s creation that don’t 
involve potentially dying? Even if you haven’t been hiking, you’ve seen the signs along the way 
that raise questions. Another one that gets me is, Falling Rocks. Falling Rocks. We see these 
signs on narrow roads with rock faces towering overhead on one or both sides of our car. And for 
a moment, you wonder so what happens if a rock falls’ right now? Then what? Surely there must 
be a better way to go than this way!  
 

Jesus spends his time in John 14:1-7 consoling the disciples after what I imagine is an 
interjection similar to my own that “surely there must be a better way!” Jesus has begun telling 
the disciples that the end is near, they have questions and anxiety is high. And yet, Jesus says do 
not let your hearts be troubled. But he already has them shocked and perplexed as he just told 
them soon, he will be going “somewhere they cannot go,” as he foreshadows his crucifixion, as 
he tells them Judas will betray him with a kiss and Judas did just kiss him and Peter will deny 
knowing him.  Jesus now tries comforting them. Don’t let your hearts be troubled. The Message 
translation by Eugene Peterson offers this paraphrase, “don’t let this throw you!” 
 

Can you imagine not being thrown by this news? Jesus is telling you that the band is 
breaking up and Jesus’ teaching felt like it was just getting started. Jesus’ time teaching wasn’t 
supposed to be a short-term gig. The disciples thought they were joining him for a lifetime of 
listening and learning from his teachings. Until they were all old and gray. They didn’t know that 
in three years’ time Jesus would tell them, “you’re now on your own!”  The disciples are 
wondering what will we do now if Jesus’ words are true, now that we’ve walked away from our 
livelihoods, our boats, our fishing and our families and have walked around with this man who 
has even made some enemies with the authorities? And now he’s saying don’t be thrown that 
he’s leaving us? Surely there’s another way.  
 

So, Jesus tries to assure them. “Believe in God, believe also in me. Trust God and keep 
on trusting me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you 
know the way to the place where I am going.” Jesus’ calm tone makes it seem like this should all 
be clear to us when really, it’s all clear as mud. 
 

It’s like when someone gives you verbal directions to a place familiar to them. After 
they’ve made the hand motions and told you which tree to turn at, they now expect you have the 
route memorized and they strongly believe there’s no chance you’ll get lost even though you 
can’t tell one tree from another nor remember was it two lefts and then a right or two rights and 
then a left? Sure, you’ve been told the way. For us in these moments like for the disciples in their 
moments, its’ all clear as mud.  
 



  So, Thomas asks the question. The question we’re all thinking after these supposed to be 
comforting but vague travel plans telling us we’ll all be together, “Lord, we do not know where 
you are going. How can we know the way?” Another way to put it might be: we have no idea 
what you’re talking about, first of all, and second of all, how should we have known this?!  
 

Has anyone else been looking for the pandemic 101 book? Or homeschooling 101? Or for 
blue light glasses so you can make it through another zoom meeting? Or missing your people, 
not sure when you’ll see them next. We are asking, Lord- how can we know the way? And 
depending on the day, we ask this with a tone similar to Eeyore’s weariness or with more anger 
behind it. Surely, there must be another way.  And, Jesus response is all the same: “I am the way, 
the truth and the life.”  
 

Jesus answers draws on God’s answer to Moses hundreds of years earlier. Moses, 
skeptical as God speaks to him through a burning bush asks as if it’s a hypothetical. “If I do go to 
the Pharaoh to set free the Israelites, who I do I say is sending me?” God replies: “I AM WHO I 
AM. I AM has sent me to you.” We don’t have a burning bush, burning but not being consumed 
before us today telling us, “I AM.” Nor do we have Jesus standing in front of us telling us, “I am 
the way, the truth and the life.”  But that doesn’t mean God isn’t still speaking to us even now.  
 

We have these stories of questions passed down reminding us that we aren’t the first 
ones’ to ask, “how can we know the way?” and we will not be the last. We are joining in the 
chorus of people asking like Thomas, Lord, how can we know the way in this moment? 
 
  Professor Jamie Clark Soles writes of the disciples and perhaps of us too, “they are 
groping around aimlessly for a path, a truth, a life, and THE path, truth, and life is staring them 
in the face and they can't see it. They are looking for seven habits, nine steps, or ten 
commandments when the answer lies in intimate, if confusing and challenging, relationships, the 
preeminent one being between Jesus and them.” 
 

We’re looking for any way out in our current moment insistent that there must be another 
way. And yet, God is still speaking to us in subtler ways than burning bushes reminding us that 
while we don’t have a map for this moment, we have the life of Jesus and all that is revealed 
about God through Jesus’ life to guide us. Jesus is the way and the truth and the life. And Jesus 
has prepared the way for us to dwell with him, always.  

 
The hymn, “We are Marching in the Light of God” was borne from another one of these 

moments in which people asked Jesus, “how do we know the way?” It was borne in South Africa 
during the Apartheid. As people wondered if and when such injustice would come to an end, 
they marched in the streets with this song. While the hymn is one line, it holds rich meaning. Dr. 
C. Michael Hawn, Director of the Doctor of Pastoral Music Degree Program at Perkins School of 
Theology at Southern Methodist University writes of this hymn, “We” is a word of community, 
the community of those living as well as the community of ancestors.  “Marching” is an action 
that would unify the community as they moved physically and spiritually in the same direction as 
it’s a physical response to God’s Spirit. “Light of God” is a reference to Jesus coming into the 
world as the Light of the World and in that vein this symbol often represents seeing clearly, 



reminds us that with Jesus we can see ahead even with obstacles ahead. And with the light of 
Jesus Christ, there is hope.  

 
Jesus tells us himself that although he is going some-where we cannot go, he also will 

remain with us. This is that relationship piece rather than the 7 steps or 9 habits or even the 10 
commandments as Jesus has shifted the notion that only through the Torah can people know God 
expressing God can be known through him. Jesus speaks of this “dwelling place” he goes to 
prepare. The word “dwelling places” in some translations is mansion. A more appropriate term 
might be a small cabin. It’s a small spot where travelers can rest. As travelers in life, we need to 
rest; to check in with the dwelling place Jesus has prepared for us. Jesus isn’t just preparing a 
dwelling place for us at the end of our lives but a place for us in the here and now. To dwell in 
Greek is to remain. Jesus is telling us he will remain with us.  

Fear has a way of making it easier for us to say Jesus is with us rather than for us to trust 
Jesus is with us. We want a map. We want clear directions. We want signs that comfort us rather 
than raise questions. But as many times as we ask, “Lord we do not where you are going. How 
can we know the way?” Jesus will answer, not by questioning our questions or judging how we 
missed his message but by calling us forward to the answer we know deep down. Jesus remains 
with us. We remain with one another.  Jesus will continue as the way for us as a body of 
believers to keep marching in the light of God. 
 
 
 


